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five hundred and eighty-nine . . . (f. 61 reverse) ... the said Gero-
nimo Doca . . . presented as witness . . . Pedro de Biedma, alcalde
ordinario of this island ,.. (f. 62) ...
iii. In reply to the third question witness deposed that the said
English corsair, named Don William Hawkins, came to this island
with nine or ten large vessels and was in De la Mar harbour in this
island eight or nine days. On learning of his presence said governor
sent deponent with men to see what fleet it was and what its inten-
tion. Deponent reported to him, (f. 62 reverse) for he remained
behind to marshal the rest of the people.
Witness went to said port and saw that the English corsair had
nine or ten sail, and intended to land men. Deponent reported this
to the governor who forthwith came down to the port with what
troops he could get together.
Witness remained in the port with the said men to defend it and
to prevent the corsair from landing his party, and the governor
returned to this city, and mustered all the men who had remained
behind and brought them down to the harbour in good shape, and
stayed in the port until the corsair left because he was unable to
barter the merchandise and slaves he carried.
To his doing business in these the governor would at no time
consent. On the contrary, he sent the corsair word to leave the
harbour because the only exchange they would effect with him
would be in powder and shot, and none would be made in any other
commodity.
Wherefore, seeing that the governor would not allow barter, the
English corsair sailed from the said port of this island and made no
other call here. Therefore deponent knows that the said governor
caused him to depart without doing damage or business in this
island with anybody.
Deponent knows and saw that to the said governor's ministers and
captains who were on duty in said port one of the Englishmen who
were with the said corsair William Hawkins sent a rich present of
hollands and silver and gold tissue (f. 63) and they would not receive
it because they understood that it was not agreeable to the governor
for them to do so; that, on the contrary, he would punish them.
Wherefore this witness knows that the governor rendered notable
service to the king and to Our Lord in driving the said corsair from
the port...